Opinion

A Good Crew Wears Many ‘Hats’

by John Campbell

Fart of the theill of cruising is 1o achisve
independence. Adittle bit of planning will
ernable the crew to deal with almost any
situation, Whether on a modest coasal
passage arcrossing the Atlantic, everyone:
abnard shauld be capable ot wearing a
variely of "hars” Here are a few of them.

Chief Rigzer: 1he rig of a sailing vessal
iad wery irnpartant part of the boat. While
wedring the rigger's hat, check the fig and
rigEing far chale or excessive wear, e
sure b inspect slainless sleel langs, opeles,
or swages for cracking. Stainless steel gets
brrittle as il s slressed, and hairline cracks
shaw it 15 getting ready W fail, Devise a
plan in the event thal any parl of B g
chauld tail. Have inthe back of your minid
G oway of erecting a jury rig should (he
mast he lost Jury rigped spars can beoas
complex as an A-trame, or bipod, mast,
which ¢an be rigged frram a boat hook
and spinnaker pola, aras csimple as a
spinngker pole and a couple of cails al
spare line,

Contemplate ancad of Hme whal Lo de
if a shroud parts. A spare halyard can be
fastened 1o an eveholt, ara cleat stratop)
cally placed on deck to replace temporar
ily a broken wire or rad. This can he done
guickiyand easibv if the evehalt ar cleat is
dlready there; o net, o becomes a major
progect during & crisis.

lrcluded in the riggers & should be
basic sail ropair malerials, A few needles,
sail beeine, palmoand o couple of rells of
sl acdhosive sail-repair Lape show ld senee
a8 irrirmum, Most sail prokl G starl o
as mrinon Only i they are noeglecled de
they became major repairs

Head Shipwright: This is anather im
partant ol e sure thie hoat i stracturally
At b gn to sea, and stand ready 10 make
wlhidlewver running repairs are necessany. A
will-cruipped loolbes shiould be on board
every seagoing boat, A howe as small as
1% inches in diameter twa fect bolow the
waterline admits water at the alarming
rale ol 71 wallons per mincte, so maoke
plass abead af time o deal with 2 haled
G leaking tall.

Thirk abseut Bow to rig a callizsion mat. A tew years aga, we
weere s ng the Bay of Biscay in 2 big e Raltic Trader. Due to
an unpecedented combination of circumatances, we wers
rarmimee] aridships by g 45-foot fshing boat and holed in ihe
weatierline, W stulfod el malliesses in the hale and nailed a sail
et thern, This is Tar from casy whien ug o vour armpits in the
frigicl water at Biscay in Doecember, We also found it almos
rnpassible b hammer bronzc nadls inle BO-vear-uld aak.

o have o wood vessel think of carrving some steel nails for
the task Alsoa couple of large tins of undemwater selline coosy

can be a pood item to include i the spares
ket Daoonod try to put the eposy directly
ik a hole throogh which waler is rush-
i il just wets sucked through the hole,
Rather, spread the spoxy antn a piece of
cardlaard ar sUl canvas, and press this
pad aver the hale, 1 applied outside the
hull, the water pressurc will help held ifin
place urtil the epoxy sels,

The hilge pump also should be checkerd
an a regular hasis, tis o pood idea ta have
one elecrric pump so that the crow can Lry
tastap the ingress of warer without having
to pump manually, Thers should e alsg
an elficient hand pump, incase the electrics
fail, perhaps because of the ricing watar,

Chairman of the Water Board: Run-
ning oul of water on a weekend coastal
hop weauld bea nuisance. In the middle of
thee Pacific, il could be falal. A reserve
supply of water andfor olber drinkable
lieuied should be kegt soparale from The
main supply, Fora weekend cruise,
couple of reserve gallons to make an
“pmergeney” o cup of tea will sutfice. For
lenger passages, Iry Lo store pethaps 2 pint
ot liquid ger persen per anticipated day ol
the passage, This can be wiater, cans o
broit juice, selldrink era combinatian
i these,

When water supply is froman uniknown
sOUrCe, freat it with a little bleach, o g
ol the: commercial watar-purifying prepara
turs, The taste of such tregted warer can
b improved by adding a healthy splash
af e jusce to the water in the tank.

Ther advent af plastic tanks has brought
abwsul the problerm of funny things grms-
img in the tanks, Redece this problem by
lramping a few coppor coins inta the tank.
The copper in the cains seems cniouph Ly
poisan the plant lite swithout poisoning
the crewe. Do nat, however, v this trick in
d stainless steel fank; the ensuring electraly
sinowill s vau.

Devise o good raimwater-catching sys-
term, Inarcas pot subpec] o severe pollu-
ticr, radnweater ofton will tasie beller than
waler that is available ashore, nmany areds
oif thie wersrled weater is a scarce cormmodily,

Ship's Cook: This jab is near to the heart of all the crew,
Creepl perbaps the person whao is foreed toowear the hat. Lol
foos vy Lo avoid wsing endless canned food, Alter s few days of
nenstop cans, the contents all assume a similar taste and rex
fure, b it meat, vegetalilos oo fruil,

Cxperiment with ways to preserve nonmal ™ foods. Refrigera-
tiar helps enarmausly, Howevor don'l ey on il completely as it
ran, does and will break down,

Presdisioning duty also means making sure enouih cooking
fuet and engine fuel are an board for the tip,
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Nicro Has......
The Ventilators
For All Seasons

SPECIALLY DESIGNED
VENTS FOR ANY
WEATHER CONDITION

2

For maximum fresh air supply
balow, tha NICAC cowl type
vantilator (NF 10963].

For low profile on deck, tha ¥
economical answar for supply- | ;
ing frash air below (NF10883). Smee"

For exhausting the maximum
amount of foul gir below
[MF 10932},

For keaping the air circulating
belew, exhausting the damp j"F“
air and preventing mildew
when tha cabin is sealad up
{NF 10967,

Any ol lhese vents fit our
water trap which keeps tha
watar out while allowing the
air in (MF 10815).

THE CONVENIENT,
ECONOMICAL ANSWER

e I AT
e

All of these ventilators fit the same deck
plate (NF 10863 DW). Now you can change ven-
tilators with chanaging weather conditions, and
as your ventilation requirements below change.
Just remove one vent from the deck plate and
snap in the raplacemant.

Additional vents can aasily be installed, as
explained in our "Vantilation Installation Instrue-
lion” brochure—available from your dealer. Also,
he will give you our 148 page 1983 catalog...
NO CHARGE, or wrile this office.
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Dept. VO 2065 West Ave. 140th
San Leandro, CA 94577
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Mechanic: A few basic mechanical skills can be easily leamed.
Moal major engine manuiacturers or dealers run litle publicized
o ner' s courses, 1 s well worth seeking out such a course and
attending ane that covers e enging [0is lar easier o lear how
tr bieed the fuel svstem of 4 dissel in the classroom than it is
when vou are lired, seasick and in imminent danger of being
sweepl ashare,

The engine manutacturer or dealer also should be willing and
able e suggest a st of on-board spare parts and tools, Spare
filters, oil, belrs, impeliers and paskers should be an haard at
all times,

Learn how to give your engine a littke tender loving cana. The
cnly time vnu ook at the engine showld nat be atter ithas refused
tor weark. Preventative maintenance will be armply repaid by
god sErvIce:

The fuel tank and its amendant pipes and filers should be
rraintdined an oo regoiar basis F ioelis gsed sloa by or lem in the
Lank fora leng Lime, add a bocide o the fuel o prevent the
aronlh ol alzae. A ull tank will attract less condensation than a
parlially full lank. Condensation collecting in the ank will lead
toeblocked filters armd engime failure. & good water-trap filter o
the Tuel pipe will alse heip reduce Lhis protblem.

'lust as men should know their

way around the galley, women should
know how to start the engine, maneuver
and navigate’

Medical Technician: The crew should all learn CFR and
siame besie first aid, Learn how 1o recognize and treat shock,
heal exhaustion, sunstroke, and cute and burms, The Sarther
affshore vou venlure, the more comprehensive should be vour
knowledge and supplics, Visitl vour doctor or local Hed {ross
affice to seek advice on putting together a ship's roedical kil,

Lirector of the Pawer Company: 1n this capacily, the ciow
must be able fo oversee generation ot required heat and light,
Assuming the brar s fitted with electrics, the crew should be
albe Lo make seime basic repairs. A multimeter can be nne of the
st useful tools on haard ta check if power is being cupplied o
A Circult, orif thers s continuity in a circuir,

L s uselul by be capahle of saldering jnints on board, We carry
a propane-powersd soldering iron which has seen a lot of use,
An allernative would be a 12valt iran, o battery operated
rechargeabde one. The latter tvpe would offer the added ad-
valage of use in areas unreachable with an electric card, ior
example, al the masthead,

There is also a Lhin solder tape available that 15 wrapped
araund the wires 1o be joined, then meled with & match. As a
last resort, there are always spare lighl bulbs, which contam
smiall blobs of solder.

Fire Chief: Fire aboard a boat is a frighleaing ceperience,
Loak arcund the hoat tor potential fire hazards. Tey 1o eliminale
thern, and be familiar with ways of putting out any fires that
showahd starl, With the exception of an explosion, mast fires star
small. St several amall five extinguishers i difierent areas or
the hoat, rather than keeping only one large une, Your local
Coast Guard or fire-fighting facility will Bo happy Lo give advice
on the best equipment for your boat,

The electrical svstem must have o promiment master switch
that can isolate the whole systerm, A e eadinguisher cannat put
out an electrical fire if the electrical power i slill boing supplied,

likewise, you must be able to turm ofl guickly any Nammabie
ruel supply. Anelectrical salenoid with a switch near the galley
will enable the supply of propane ta be cut off much guicke
thin a valve on the tap i the cvlinder itseli,

Fire extinguishers should he cervieed o the manufacturer's
recommendations. The dry powder tvpe should be tharoughly
shaken rom tme g fime, Orthanvise, over a period of time, the



powcler can settle and form a hard lump, rendermg the ex-
tinguisher useless,

Chiei of Police: A cruising boat is like o microcosmic city,
Like cities everywhers, it may play hast to crime ar vialence,
While SASITING MY COunNEFes Over FRe wears, somes more remaote
andd exctic than others, we have had anly one sericus problem.

Because wi dlways had stvled oursebees as lovers rather than
fighlers, we were lotal by unprepared for and were powerless to
stop four intruders from wemoving o large mee inflatable dinglw
frommn the deck, A show ol arms may have made Uaerne abancon
the dinghy, bulalso ileou ld have resulied inreciprocal violence.
The police showeed Hidle concern for cur plight the sest moerning,
and suggested that we should have taken care of the silualion
aurselves —forcilly.

Thereis a never-ending debate about whother craising boals
showld carry puns on board, There are altermatives. A Lare pstal
makes an awesome weapon at close quarters, and 0 many
cauntries, no license i required . Such a pistal and an abundan:
supply of flares make o very viabie alternative to a shotgun; and
one which is less likely to attract the untavorable attention at
the aurhoritios,

Froio be amed Merry

For Great Cruising
~ Performance...

TheWhithy42

Performance—as important o the cruisar as to the
racer—is tha keynale of the Whithy 42, |

[rohan sl Lavnin Carmpstac| built their 353 -foot junk-rigged schooner Papilio Ruga

Performance is the result of the high standards of | e

construction and materials, the basic Ted Brewer

design, the attention to details that only a guarter There are other lees aearessive, vet sill giective, weapans that
century of boat building and sailing axperience can can he used at close quarters, A didhwashing licuid bettle tull of
provide, ammania makes a farmidable weapon. Likewise a drey powder-
bype Fire extinguisher could stop a determened assailant. When
Halow decks, the hand-crafted teak joiner work and facing an armred apgressor, iLusually s oot a good idea b use 3
extensive madern eguipment provide real family wecapon similar o his, He s probably much more eaperienced
livability for as many as seven, in 2 separate cabins. with puns or lntves than you ae, Your unespecled use ol
An easily drivan hull now availatle as githor a ketch or weapans with which your assailant is unfamiliar may bo i o
cutter rig assures excellent performance an all peints benefit. An alarm or siren that can be activated from below will
of sailing. Moderate draft and ample range (1,500 ursettle any would-be assailant, and bopetully warn nearly
miles+) under diesel power opens up extendad cruis- boats that something is amiss. _ ,
ing opportunities, B I.aptam_: While there shauld be only one captain at a time, it
: i a pood idea to take tums at being that ane, Just as men should
All this at a very affordable price, including a list of ko their way around the galley wornen shaulo know haw ta
standard cquipment that's tha anvy of the industry. start the engine, maneover the boat and navigate, This will not

only make life aboard mare interesting but will also add to
everyane’s safety, If ane crewmember is incapacitared, athers
should he able to fulfill his role. Making sure vour crew can wear
rany bats will aflow vou to get there safely and enjoy voursel

. Whithy Boat Works Limited learne o -
whithy | 710 Gharles Street il
A1 bﬂﬂt Whitby, Ontaris, Canada LIN 1C2 pohin Campbel also s e authon of = The Aniteernys of sarine Refrigeraticn™ on
il et I
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For complate specilications and plans call or write Kurt
Hanseon at Whithy Boat Works.
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