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A view of Poros from the mainland. 
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Peloponnesus worth a stop
on any voyage near Greece
By Capt. John Campbell
Greece has two well-known cruising
areas: The Ionian on the west coast and
the Aegean to the east, between Greece
and Turkey.
The Ionian is favored with generally
lighter winds. The Aegean is famous for
the various islands that have Greece’s
most spectacular archaeological ruins.
It can be good cruising, but it is – at
least in the central area – subject to the
Meltemi, the strong winds that sweep
down periodically from the north.
There is a third area, however, that
is comparatively little known and
relatively rarely visited, and that is
Peloponnesus.
Peloponnesus is actually an island,
separated from the rest of Greece by
the Gulf of Corinth and the canal. In
summer, the prevailing winds at the
southern end of Peloponnesus are
westerlies, which can often be quite
strong; 30 knots and more is not
uncommon. Whilst such winds may
not trouble a vessel passing eastward,
they can prove daunting for those
attempting to go west, when a passage
through the Corinth canal looks ever
more attractive.
Many vessels use the canal, as many
folk seem intent on getting to Athens
as quickly as possible and the eastern
end of the canal is quite close to
Athens. So the waters of Peloponnesus
tend to be little visited by boats on

passage and few cruising boats see it as
a destination.
It is a shame, because Peloponnesus
offers some good cruising as well as
interesting places to visit. Best of all, it
is too far west to be much affected by
the dreaded Meltemi.

Poros

If coming eastbound through the
canal, instead of automatically turning
north for Athens, think about going
south to Poros. You can go stern-to off
the west side of the town, or anchor
out in one of the bays a mile or two to
the west. Most basic supplies including
fuel are available in Poros. There is a
regular fast-ferry and hydrofoil service
to Piraeus, from where it is a relatively
short taxi-ride to view the sights of
Athens.
If visiting Athens, then the Acropolis
is, of course, worth a visit, but I was
rather disappointed in the national
museum, and the city itself is hot and
dusty with terrible air pollution. It
would be much nicer to return to the
boat in Poros at the end of the day’s
sightseeing and go for a refreshing
swim rather than spend the evening
in one of the rather un-welcoming
marinas close to Athens.

Epidhavros

A little north of Poros is the bay of
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The amphitheater at Epidhavros.

The Triton

PHOTO/CAPT. JOHN CAMPBELL

Space available, look for Ermioni’s Northern Bay
GREECE, from page B25
Epidhavros. This is an OK anchorage,
although there are restrictions about
where you can anchor.
The attraction is that it is a short
taxi ride to the amphitheatre of
Epidhavros. This is well worth a visit
if you have even the mildest interest
in antiquities and a modicum of
imagination.
It is also a fairly easy drive to
Epidhavros from Ermioni or Porto Heli
to the south. In both locations it is
possible to rent cars.

Ermioni

Ermioni is a small village straddling
a peninsula. You can go stern-to
the village on the south side, where
most of the restaurants are situated.
There can be a problem there in the
summer though, with smells from the
overloaded drainage system. There is a
lot of space to anchor out in the south
bay.
The northern bay is prettier and
better protected in bad weather, but
the available space for anchoring is less.
You have to leave room for the ferries
to come and go and you may need to
put a rope ashore to stop your boat
swinging out into the fairway. Most
basic supplies are available.
The northern side of the town has
several small supermarkets, a few
restaurants, and excellent fruit and
vegetable shops as well as a basic
chandlery. There are also a couple of
banks on that side.
If you walk over the hill from south
to north, following the start of the oneway traffic system, near the top of the

hill you will pass a very good bakery
with the best cheese pies in town.

Porto Heli

A few miles to the south of Ermioni
is Porto Heli. This is one of the more
boat-orientated towns in the area and
it has become our base while cruising
in Peloponnesus. There is a regular fastferry and hydrofoil service to Athens,
about three hours away. There is a large,
well-sheltered bay, with lots of space to
anchor, but be aware that the northeast
side of the bay gets very shallow.
On the public dock there is space
reserved for visiting yachts at the
southern end. There is maybe a
hundred meters of wall available where
you can go stern-to. There is a tempting
section of wall to the north, but that
is reserved for the ferries, hydrofoils
and the Port Police, not to mention
the skippers of the ferries will get very
grumpy if you try and berth there.
This is the best place in the area for
provisioning. There is an excellent deli
with a sign of a black cat almost over
the road from where the boats dock.
In the first small square are two fruit
and vegetable shops, and just behind a
small supermarket. This is not as well
stocked as the bigger one at the head
of the bay, but they speak some English
there, are very helpful and will deliver
your purchases to the yacht or dinghy.
The large supermarket at the north end
of the bay is well stocked with most
things.
There is no water or shore power
on the dock, but there is a water truck
that passes regularly and can supply
reasonable water for a small charge.
There is a basic chandlery in town,

near the fountain in the small plaza,
beneath a somewhat incongruous
yellow plastic palm tree. It is run by
a chap called Fotis who speaks good
English and is extraordinarily helpful.
What he does not have he can get,
usually quite quickly, from Athens. He
has been happy for us to use him as a
mail-drop and is much more reliable
than the post office. He has yet to
enter the electronic age, but his phone
number is +30 6973054151.

Spetses

Facing the entrance to Porto Heli
is the island of Spetses. Whilst not
quite as well-know as nearby Hydra,
it is still a popular island to visit, with
some reasonably up-market shops
and sophisticated restaurants. Do not
try and find a berth in the old port;
you will not find space. It is possible
though to berth stern-to on the rough
stone quay toward the western end of
town. If there is space, then pick your
side according the wind and swell. Be
careful about going on the windward
side if there is any chance of the wind
picking up.
The town is built around the small
ferry-port, which is where all the
water taxis as well as the larger ferries
berth. It is a constant hive of activity.
Overlooking this small harbor is a
large terrace with several bars and
restaurants. At the eastern end is a bar/
café that arguably has the best cheese
pies in the whole of Greece, or perhaps
in all of the entire known universe.
A short walk to the east of the town
is the old port. Although you are most
unlikely to find a berth there, it is
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Count steps in Navplion
GREECE, from page B26
worth a walk; there are several small,
basic shipyards there, catering mainly
to the fishing fleet. You will always
see a variety of craft pulled ashore on
wooden skids and usually there are
several traditional wooden boats being
built on the beach.

Navplion

Navplion is 22 miles to the
northwest of Porto Heli, at the head of
the bay. This is a fairly large industrial
town and port.
You can usually find space to go
alongside or stern-to on the dock to
the northwest of the town. The suburbs
are not too attractive, but the old town
is nice. There are several attractive
streets and tree-shaded squares, with a
profusion of bougainvillea. You can find
most provisions and stores in Navplion.
For me the most interesting thing is
the Venetian citadel on the top of the
gigantic rock overlooking the town.
There are reputed to be 999 steps, but
we get a different number each time
we try to count them, and it depends
where in the citadel you stop counting.

Mate Cesar Handugan counts the
steps up to the Citadel.
However many there are, it is worth
the climb for the views and to see the
citadel itself.

Monemvasia

This is my favorite place in
Peloponnesus. Monemvasia is about
35 miles south of Porto Heli. It is an
island, connected to the mainland by a
causeway. On the southeast corner of
the island is the old fortified village. It
is Byzantine in origin, but was rebuilt
and used by the Venetians. It has
survived remarkably intact, complete
with old wooden gates with iron studs
at the entrance. No cars can enter, and

it does not need great imagination to
picture life as it was for the Venetians.
Above the village are extensive
ruins of what has been quite a large
settlement. I really enjoy walking up
there in the cool pre-dawn and watch
the sun rise over the ruins. On the way
back down you can stop for a cold
drink or breakfast in one of the cafes
that will be coming to life for the early
morning trade.
The new town of Yefira on the
mainland has basic provisions, and
an office of the Port Police. They seem
little interested in our visits when I go
to see them.
You can anchor south of the
causeway if a northerly wind is
blowing. If there is a strong Meltemi
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A view of Navplion and the port from the Citadel.
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Elafonisos has
a great beach
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in the Aegean then you may have a
bit of swell, but usually it is a good
anchorage. In light winds or rare
southerlies, anchor north of the
causeway. You can moor at the pier at
the eastern end of the north side, but
make sure a ferry is not expected.

Elafonisos

In such a popular boating town, smaller craft make “marinas” however they can.
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The best beach is in the bay on
the south side of Elafonisos Island, at
the southern end of Peloponnesus. In
Ornos Sarakiniko there is a beach about
a mile long, and as yet it is unexploited
by hotels, or indeed too many people.
The bay gives good shelter from the
Meltemi and reasonable shelter from
the winds blowing down the Ionian.
In a strong westerly, swell does
come into the bay. At those times, it
is best to move to Ornos Levki on the
east coast, or to anchor off the town
of Elafonisos at the north end of the
island. Elafonisos is a cute little town
and most basic provisions can be found
there.
About 3 miles to the east of
Elafonisos town is the larger town
of Neapolis. There are bigger
supermarkets and a fish market
there, but otherwise it has little to
recommend it. If you are hanging out in
or around Elafonisos, and have a large
enough tender, it is a handy place to
send the chef for shopping.

Methoni

The west side of Peloponnesus can
be a bit wild and windy in summer. It
is not unusual for the wind to be above
30 knots for weeks at a time. We have
found a good forecast Web site at www.
poseidon.ncmr.gr/weather_forecast.
html. It is updated regularly and gives
a forecast for Greek waters at 6-hour
intervals. Another good one is www.
passageweather.com.
If you do find yourself on the west
side, one handy stopping point is
Methoni. It offers excellent shelter in
northerly, or indeed northwest winds.
The entrance is guarded by a wellpreserved Venetian fort. Cervantes, the
author of Don Quixote, was a prisoner
there for a while. Most provisions are
available in the town.
These are just a few of the many
possibilities for Peloponnesus. There
are many more bays, villages and towns
that can be visited, depending on
the wind, weather and interest of the
guests and crew.
Capt. John Campbell has been yacht
captain for more than 20 years and
a sailor all life. He is currently in
command of the 35m Codecasa M/Y
Laymar II. Comments on this story are
welcome at editorial@the-triton.com.

